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How To Progress With Your Handwriting 


1. Use a definite period each day for handwriting study and practice. 
Start by discussing the page you are using until everyone in the class is 
familiar with it. If there is any unit that you can not visualize, pick out 
the specific part and practice it either on paper or on the blackboard 
until you have established « good mental picture. 


2. Practice your writing on loose paper until it is satisfactory, then 
record your best efforts in this book. 


3. Turn in your books at least once each month to your teacher for 
suggestions, help, notes for improvement, constructive criticism, and a 
grade on the work you have done thus far. 


4. Each page represents work for one week. Practice should be daily, 
and at the end of the week if your writing is satisfactory it should then 
be recorded for future comparison. 


5. With your teacher's help, establish standards of classroom ac- 
ceptance for all written work, using a classroom scale as the standard 
or measuring stick. 


Copyright, 1948, by 


The Zaner-Bloser Company 


For Those of You Who Are Left-Handed 
For the sake of your health, convenience, and writing ability, continue 
to use your left hand, but use it in the correct manner. Do not allow 
yourself to write with the inverted hand position. 


Care of Your Pen 

This book is to be filled in with ink. Therefore, the care of your fountain 
pen or penholder and pen point is important. The most important and 
most valuable part of your pen is the point, or the business end. It 
should be drawn slowly from the inkwell to avoid blots, and wiped off 
carefully when not in use. Care in filling your fountain pen and keeping 
it in good repair is essential. There are many different kinds of fountain 
pens that require different kinds of care. You should become familiar 
with your own pen and the care it requires. Irrespective of the type of 
pen, you should see that both nibs of the pen are gliding smootaly, 
the paper. 

: Position 
A complete review of good writing position and of its effects ¢ 
writing would be very helpful to you at this time. Check on yot 
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How to sit, hold your pen, and place the paper to do your best writing. 


tion, or ask your teacher to check your position for you, This year you 
should firmly set the good writing habits you have been learning up 
to this point. 


Preview 


Book eight of your Correlated series is about America. Its soil, 
democracy, public relations, inventions, law, materials, and patriotism 
go to make up an interesting part of this book. 


It has been stated that “poor handwriting cost American business in 
1939 an estimated total of $80,000,000 through misunderstood or un- 
readable sales slips, receipts, and other records.” 


sve statement not appalling? This makes us all realize how 
it is that every girl and boy acquire a quality of hand- 
at is easily read. Clear, legible handwriting is both time 
d sight saving. It is a distinct mark of courtesy to the reader 
> that it is clearly understood. 


When preparing this text, the author had in mind the various fields 


of interest boys and girls of your age enjoy. The social studies which 
include history, geography, and civics seem to hold first interest as they 
provide rich fields of experience. From these sources, such information 
is found that will be useful to you as an adult. These sources also pro- 
vide opportunities to acquire the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and in- 
terests which develop good citizenship. 


As you study this text, you will find that Your America, with its gov- 
ernment, resources, inventions, language, transportation and scientific 
discoveries, is a wonderful place in which to live. With this fertile field 
as a background, you will also learn the techniques used in acquiring 
a legible handwriting. Every page suggests procedures which guide 
you in your practice. Techniques used in letter formation are indicated; 
the salient points are also emphasized such as—size, slant, spacing, 


line quality, and alignment; means for comparison and measuring are 


also suggested. 


Equipped with a basic knowledge of the subject and using it in explor- 
ing these fields of interest, you should soon learn to direct your own 
practice and develop into a clear legible writer. | 
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From the picture above showing how you work and play, write a descriptive paragraph of your own. 
This will be used for future comparison, so practice it on practice paper before writing it here. 
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The above poem, by one of America's favorite writers, is used here through the courtesy of the author and publisher, and appears © 
in the poem, America, published by the Reilly & Lee Co., Book Publishers, Chicago, Illinois. Copyright 1939 Edgar A. Guest. 
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Practice the poem on other paper until each sentence is improved. If your capital letters are weak and need additional 
practice, this is the time to do it. Your class may wish to make up a poem of their own as a class project. 
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Many of us living in the U.S.A. do not realize the freedom and advantages our country offers. : 


In writing capital W, stop at the base line for both strokes. When writing the small w, use an extra pause at the check 
mark for the retrace just be-fore swinging across to connect with the e in the word we. 
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} You have an equal opportunity with everyone in your room to do your best on this page. List the other opportunities you 
: have to improve your handwriting. If you need to improve the capital e, practice it now. Notice that center loop tips down- 
ward. 
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Our natural resources influence many manufacturers to locate their plants near the source of the raw material. 
For example—the saw mill is usually located near the forest. What other processing plants can you name that are 
located near their source of raw materials? 
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Learn to practice these words in columns as well as in sentences. The small letter s has a slight retrace at the top and a 
graceful compound curve on the down stroke. The upward stroke of the $ is a trifle more curved than the u, and it extends 
slightly above the u. 
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Americans generally are good neighbors. We try to have friendly business relations with nearby countries. We often visit 
these countries to study the people and their modes of living. Review the direct oval letters—capitals O, A, and C. 
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Today, vacationing in Mexico or Canada is spoken of in many American families. Distance by air or rail seems much shorter 
than it did a few years ago. This friendly exchange of travel helps to promote good fellowship among the people. 


THE MAGIC MOTION OF THE CAPITAL LETTERS 
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Drills will help you when you have some reason for using them. You may use” hem 46 relax, for rl ythmical co iting, to a | 
your posture, to improve your touch, to get the general swing of the letter, and to gain complete confidence in your abl- 
ity to use the pen. Remember, that movement is necessary for all exercise practice. 


Scarcely a year passes that some discovery in the drug profession is not uncovered. With penicillin, many claims were made 
for its powers. After years of testing, it has now found its way into the cataloged resources of the hospitals and medical 
profession. | Make a list of all the loop letters and drill on them. 


This is a good page to review all of the upper loop letters as well as the lower loop letters. Practice these individual letters 
on separate paper, and then try the word in which they appear. Remember the loop letters are open and free flowing. 
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TALKING INTO THE MICROPHONE 
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It is important that we all learn to talk correctly and naturally into a microphone. Many eighth grade children go on the 
air during a school year. Practice all of the figures from | to 25. Write them in neat columns as you would for addition. 


Also write them horizontally. 
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Practice each sentence on other paper and on different days until you have mastered them. Additional suggestions you 
think important may be used for supplementary practice. 


THE INVENTOR'S DREAM 


Some of our finest inventions have been discovered by accident. This is the exception rather than the rule, as most of our 
inventions have taken years of study and experimentation. Good handwriting is not learned incidentally, but needs careful 


study and practice. Oo oxea aes 
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yy, O 
So it is with handwriting. We do not write on a thirty domes ake just by coincidence. It has been found through daily use, 
study, and research, that this style of writing is the most easily acquired and read. 


Our classroom furnishings were not always finished products as we see them. The iron in your desk was at one time iron ore. 
The wood in the chairs was at one time a tree, Name the other kinds of raw materials that are used in your school room. 
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By omitting the picture and using more words to the line you will have one or two additional lines to write upon. 
Use them for a sentence about the picture above, or one you have brought from home. 
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Neat desks and neatly written papers go hand in hand. As you practice this, see if the writing on your paper is neatly 
arranged and if your desk is in good order. 
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List all the hump letters and tell why they are called hump letters. By omitting the picture, you will have room for an extra 
line of writing. The arrangement of this writing needs special attention. 
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What elements are alike in the groups of small letters shown together? 
How did the practice of this element help you write all of the letters in the group better? 


Take inventory of your tools. Use a good quality of ink, a good pen, and several sheets of good paper as you practice this 
lesson. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 


One of the problems you will face as you prepare to enter high school is what foreign language to take. 
Will you study Latin, which is the foundation for several modern languages, or will it be French, Spanish, 
German, or some other foreign language? 


lt may be that you have a natural aptitudé for French or Spanis 1 and prefer to study one or the othet. Discuss this with 
your teacher after you have practiced the words shown above. It will be fun to learn to pronounce these foreign words. 
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What wild life characterizes your part of the country? Have you seen the bears in Yellowstone National Park, or the 
wild horses in Montana? It may be that certain birds or flowers are found in abundance in your state. Name them. 


O . 


After writing the sentences above, write the names of the birds, flowers, or animals that are most characteristic of your 
state. 
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This spine-tingling song was inspired during a perilous fight by the sight of our flag and victory. When practicing the capital 
letter S the use of the indirect oval often helps you to get a nice round curve at the base of the letter. 
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Can you write the first verse of the Star-Spangled Banner oad punctuate it correctly as it was written by Francis Scott Key? 
Let's try it to see how many can write it from memory. 
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PARTY MANNERS 


Going to parties is part of your social education. Practice the sentences, and then add to them any sentences which you 
think will make the outline more complete. Review the numbers, writing them in columns. Practice capital U. 
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Party manners will help you to become a wanted guest. Write each of the sentences the best you can, then put into p sfactice 
what you have written. 
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What is your hobby? Is it collecting stamps, making model airplanes, collecting pens and pencils or beautiful buttons? 
If you do not have a hobby, this would be a good time to start one. You may even decide to make good handwriting 


your hobby. 


In the space esc as either draw or paste a picture illustrating your hobby. This is a short page, and additional writing 
about the hobbies of your friends may be done to supplement this lesson. Try to plan for about thirty letters to a full line of 


writing. 
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The collecting of articles for a hobby is only a part of the fun. Classifying, mounting, 
and carefully labeling in good handwriting are definitely parts of the hobby. 


Write the small loop letters, keeping the loops well rounded and open. 
Practice also the capital letters which have loops. Make this page one of your neatest. 
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This page contains several long words. Pick out the long words and practice them carefully by themselves. 
Make use of the pauses and rests, and work for the rhythm of each word. Are you getting your small letters uniform in size? 
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Practice the direct oval group of capital letters. Try writing the long words first with pencil on loose paper. 
As you write them in your book, make sure you do it well. 
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OUR SMALL LETTERS 
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Here is a good chance to do a little self checking on your slant, beginning and ending strokes, spacing, and size. 
Use one of your papers from another subject and a ruler to make these tests. 
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From the material of this page, you may direct your own practice. If you cannot do this, ask your Bacher for help. 
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After practicing the sentences above, select a new word and | ook it up in the dictionary. 
Then write about it as you have the word mellow. 
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Substitute your own word, and answer the questions on this page. 
Practice both the questions and the answers before writing them here in your book. 


ae 


This jungle scene illustrates how food and clothing may be dropped into the most obscure places. 
The use of the airplane for this service has made many rescues possible. 
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Used here are several capital letters. Review all the capital letters, paying careful attention to start the cane group with a 
curved stroke. 


* Pedatice each of the two sentences on different days, and the capital letters of the alphabet « on another day. 
When your writing is satisfactory, record it in your book. 
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Supplying fresh foods of a perishable nature to world markets has grown into a profitable business. Practice F and T. 
See that you have sufficient slant in the down curve. 
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What types of planes are used to fly perishable food stuffs? What foods do you eat which are flown in by plane? 


This should make an attractive page. Watch the arrangement. 
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How many landing fields are near your home? What kinds of planes land there? Each sentence may be practiced. 
on different days, and more experiences may be added to this unit. | 
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Special planes fo ccrgenty service are available in many of our commercial airports. In this way, special trips may be 
scheduled when it is a matter of life or 


death, or in an emergency such as floods or fires. Here is your chance to practice 
capitals V and Q. 
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Why do many people say that airplane travel is safer than travel by automobile? Neatness, legibility, 
and page arrangement are vital factors to your progress in good handwriting. 
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What is the average number of small letters to the line? How many letters are you writing to the line? 
Are they too crowded? Test your writing and see how many letters you are using. 
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Practice the sentences on paper, and then circle in pencil five letters that are not your best work. | 
Have you stopped at retraces? Are the loops full? Practice the five letters until you can make them correctly. 
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Let this page be a sample of your best writing. Watch the quality of line, size of each letter, slant, and spacing. 
Get a visual picture of your writing before you record it in your book. Have you crossed the t neatly? 
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Why does a dentist use an X-ray machine? Many children have their teeth X-rayed twice a year. It is a painless process 
which shows the condition of your teeth, and makes it possible for the dentist to intelligently correct any defect, 
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When recording this lesson, keep your writing well-rounded. Check 0, a, g, and d. See that your e's and I's are open. 


A LETTER OF APPLICATION 
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This is a letter applying for a newspaper route. You may wish to use the name of someone you know. Study the parts of the 
letter and its arrangement. Practice the heading, inside address, and greeting on loose paper. 


/) 
/y . gi 0 
4 A a 


i 
AAKLAALOALAAAE TT] » VAL LM AYLEL WILL : 2 
ae, ae {ff WA 


Practice the heading of the letter on practice paper before putting it in this book. The envelope should not be addressed in 
this small size. Practice the return address and the address of the envelope in your natural size. 
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Message 
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Write this message on ruled paper first. Use your natural size. How well can you 
write your signature? If you have space, use a closing phrase and your signature. Pgh 
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Study the parts of the letter and write the message on this page. Bring some unruled paper and envelopes from home 


and write a letter of application for a position to someone you know. What other greetings and closings. are suitable 
for business letters? 
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How well can you write this page? It should be one of your best. 
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Spam 
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After writing this page compare it with some of your work in the front of the book and with the specimen on the inside § 
~ cover page. If it is as well written, you may consider yourself a good writer. : 
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YOUR FUTURE AND YOU 


This writing was done by an eighth grade girl near the middle of the term. Can you write as well as she did? 


OUR CURSIVE ALPHABET OF CAPITALS, SMALL LETTERS, AND FIGURES. 
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OUR PRINT WRITING ALPHABET FOR USE IN MAKING CHARTS AND POSTERS. 
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The Zaner-Bloser Company Columbus 8, Ohio 


